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ABSTRACT

Migration is considered one of the important causes of changes in
population size and geographical distribution in countries that are
witnessing industrial development. Migration also influences the
demographic, socioeconomic and cultural characteristics of the
pepulation. Changes in age, sex, economic and occupational composition
are partially attributed to migration.

Migration has special importance in the Gulf countries where the
utban growth in these countries is related primarily to external and
secondly to internal migration and to a lesser extent to natural population
growth. In Saudi Arabia, migration plays an important role in the
distribution of the population among the different administrative regions.
A study conducted by the General Statistics Department in 1999 revealed
that 12.5% of the Saudi population resides in regions other than those in
which they were born and consequently they can be considered as
migrants. The high rate of geographic mobility has resulted in great
variation in the population growth rate in the different regions. According
to some studies, the overall annual population growth rate in Saudi
Arabia is 4.9%, but it reached more than 6% in the Riyadh and the
Eastern regions and less than 4.9% in Asser, Al Bahaa, Hail and the
Neorthern Boarder regions by determining the different rates of migration
for each administrative region.

Data from the demographic survey conducted by the General Statistics
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Administration in 1999 was used and the different rates of
migration are determined according to the placc of birth and present
residence method. The results indicated that the regions that are
receiving the highest absolute numbers of in-migrants in 2 descending
order are Rivadh, Makah Al Mukuramah and the Eastern region with
in-migration rates that reached 16.98%, 9.4% and 13.74%,
respectively. On the other hand, the regions with high out-migration
rates are Al Bahaa, Hatel, and Jazan where it reached 36.8% in Al
Bahaa, 20.2% in Haiel, and 18.9% in Jazan.

Key words: causes of migration, employment opportunities,
imbalanced  development,  impacts  of rural-urban
migration, income, internal migrarion . rwral-urban
migration , Saudi Arabia, social services.
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