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ABSTRACY

As small projects are considered a gateway to achieve rural
society development, rural inhabitant must be provided with the
necessary knowledge and skills, which can be achieved through the
agricultural extension agents. Thercfore, the agents' knowledge must be
investigated to ensure the effectiveness of their role.

The present study aims to determine agricultural extension
agents’ degree of knowledge concerning establishing small projects,
and to study the relationship between their degree of knowledge and
some independent variables.

The study was conducted 1n Giza Governorate on a sample of 90
agricultural extension agents randomly chosen. Data were collected,
using a specially designed questionnaire during May and April 2005
through personal interviews. A pretest was conducted in Fayoum
Governorate on a sample of 20 agricultural extension agents. For data
analysis frequencies, averages, percentages, mediums, chi square, and
simple correlation were used.

The results indicated the following:

1 - Concerning the respondents' knowledge on the foundation of
small projects 14% were low degree, 46.2% were at a moderate degree,
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39.2% were at a high degree. Thus a high proportion of the
respondents (60.2%) got low and moderate degrees which means they
need chances for development.

2 —A relationship at 0.01 level of significance was found between the
agricultural  extension agents’ knowledge degree concerning
establishing small projects and : both age and academic degree.

3 - The results indicated a relationship at 0.05 level of significance between
the agricultural extension agents’ knowledge degree concerning
establishing small projects and the following independent variables :
duration of work in agriculture, duration of work in agriculturai
extension,

4 — In addition the results indicated that the agricultural extension agents’
kndowledge sources (arranged according to their importance) included
supervisors, pamphlets, co- workers, small project's specialists, journals
and newspapers, agricultural extension research center, books and
media.

Key words: agents, knowledge, agriculture extension, small projects,
variables.
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