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ABSTRACT

This study aims to measure the educational gap at the Jordanian Badia. It aims also to explore the
illiteracy reasons, student enrolment and population attitudes towards the school effort at the southern
Jordanian Badia and illiteracy reasons compared with educational gap in Jordan. To achieve these goals,
1250 persons have been randomly chosen by a valid and tested questionnaire. Descriptive and analytical
statistic was used to measure the factors influencing the educational gap, illiteracy and the enrolment.

The results revealed that there was no statistical difference between the illiteracy and the enrolment
level due to the distance between the students house and the school which was found nearly 717 meter.
The population attitudes of the southern Badia towards the school performance were not identified. The
illiteracy level was estimated 19% for men and 29% for women. Although illiteracy level at the Jordanian
badia is decreasing, the southern Badia still below the total level (49%), especially for females ( 53%)
while for males 39%. The illiteracy level concentrated between the age of 40-44. Sixty two % of the
illiterate persons believe that the main reason was due to work to help the family, while 80 % of females
refer that due to get married.

The southern Badia is still below the level in terms of student enrolments in schools. There were
statistical differences between the students enrolment due to gender. The enrolment gap at Jordan level
42% while at the southern Badia 100%. The study also found statistical differences for school enrolment
between males and females. Sixty two % of the females left the school because of getting married while
48% of males left the school for work. Early statistical differences were found between the educational
level and gender. Females were less than males in all educational level. The educational gap was 61% at
the basic cycle and 51% at secondary and higher education level.

Key words: educational gap, rural development ,rural education, rural poverty.
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