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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to identify the best fit method for the selection of the rural local leaders,
in rural communities, to determine the significance of relationship between the methods of selecting rural
local leaders according to leadership positions, and to identify the sources of power/leadership of the rural
local leaders from the viewpoint of the respondents, and to identify the reasons for selection of rural local
leaders, from the viewpoint of the respondents, and also to determine the significance of relationship between
the sources of power/leadership for rural local leaders, and reasons for their selection.

Field data were collected during March 2014, in “El-Lesht” village, ElAyatt District, Giza Governorate,
Egypt by a personal interviews with a simple random sample of 150 participants representing nearly 10% of
the total households in the villages, by pretested form. Frequencies, percentages, Chi-Square and Spearman's
rho were used for data presentation and analysis.

The most important results are as follows:

1. The Most preferred method for selecting local rural leaders is the free direct elections, as reported by
81.4%. of the respondents

2. Significant relationships at the level of 0.01 were found between the favorite ways to selecting local
rural leaders according to leadership positions.

3. Religious respect, good reputation and educational level, came in the first three ranks
respectively, as sources of power/leadership as reported by more than (90%) for each.

4. Good reputation, providing public services for the village, came in the first two ranks as reasons for
selecting rural local leaders, as reported by (73%) for each one, and religious respect came in the third
rank with percentage (70.9%).

5. Significant relationships between the most sources of power/leadership for rural local leaders, and
reasons for their selection especially some of the personal gained characteristics, as religious status,
good reputation, and educational level.

Key words: agricultural extension, leadership, power , rural community.
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